IZMIR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
GENERAL CULTURE COURSE DEPARTMENT

HUM 213 - MODERN WORLD HISTORY
SYLLABUS
(3+0) 3 credits 5 ECTS

Instructor: Dr. Mustafa ILTER
e-mail: mustafailter@iyte.edu.tr
Office hours: by appointment

Course Description: This introductory level history course aims to provide students with an
understanding of how present social, economic, political, and cultural phenomena have been
structured within the methodological framework of historical sociology. The course examines
the historical relationship between the West and the East, with a focus on their interactions
within the political, economic, and cultural spheres. Beginning with the 15th-century global
order, including the enclosure movements and Western explorations, as well as the 18th-19th
century revolutions, the course demonstrates how the gap between the East and the West
narrowed, favoring the West. This resulted in the initiation of a new global order with new
economic standards that presented certain political and ideological challenges, leading to new
technological advancements. Western colonization of other territories emerged as a tool for
competition among Western European states and emerging ones. At the dawn of the 20th
century, disintegration occurred within and among European states, resulting from nationalism,
competition for capitalist growth, and colonization. Following the devastating World Wars, a
new bipolar global order was established for nearly 50 years, until the collapse of the USSR.

Evaluation and Grading: In this course, you will be assessed on several course components.
The final course grade will be evaluated based on the following distribution and weights:
Midterm: 35%

Final: 40%

Attendance and discussion sessions: 25%**

** During the last hours of class, there will be discussion sessions in which students are
encouraged to actively participate and discuss how the primary sources relate to the lecture
content. 25% of total grade will be evaluated in accordance with students’ contributions.

Note: Those who attend at least 90% of the classes and actively participate weekly discussions
as well as attended midterm and final will have a further opportunity to increase their grades if
they submit a book review listed under “recommended further readings” part below.

Attendance: The bylaws of our Institute require that you attend at least 70% of the classes to
be able to pass the course.


mailto:mustafailter@iyte.edu.tr

Course Materials: The PowerPoint slides used in the class will be uploaded to the course

Teams Account at the end of each chapter.

Primary Source Textbooks: Students are expected to follow the assigned primary sources

from:

Peter N. Stearns, and et. al., World Civilizations: The Global Experience, Combined
volume, 6" ed. (New Jersey: Pearson, 2011)

Brian Bonhomme, Milestone Documents in World History: Exploring the Primary
Sources That Shaped the World (Texas: Schlager Group, 2010)

Recommended readings:

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism (New York: Verso, 2006)

Clive Ponting, A New Green History of the World (New York: Penguin Books, 1991)
Douglas E. Streusand, Islamic Gunpowder Empires: Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals
(Boulder: Westview Press, 2011)

Ellen Meiksins Wood, The Origin of Capitalism: A Longer View (New York: Verso,
2002)

Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution: 1789-1848 (New York: Vintage Books, 1996)
Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Capital: 1848-1875 (London: Abacus, 1975)

Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Empire: 1875-1914 (New York: Vintage Books, 1989)

Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World (New York: Pantheon
Books, 1994)

Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our
Time (Boston: Beacon Press, 2001)

Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2000)

Perry Anderson, Lineages of Absolutist State (London: NLB, 1974)

Peter Burke, The Renaissance (London: Macmillan Press, 1997)

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

WEEK 1: An overview of pre-modern, early modern and modern concepts: Historical
understanding of time, space and agency

- Hamish Scott, “Introduction: Early Modern Europe and the Idea of Early
Modernity” in The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-
1750, v.1, Peoples and Place, ed. Hamish Scott (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2015), pp.1-4.



WEEK 2 : Western Expeditions
- https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-exploration/The-Age-of-Discovery

Primary Sources:

- Stearns, “Western Conquerors: Tactics and Motives” in World Civilizations, p.478

- Stearns, “An Africans Description of the Middle Passage”, in World Civilizations,
p.567

- Stearns, “Slavery and Human Society”, in World Civilizations, p.558.

WEEK 3 : The Gunpowder Empires

- Douglas E. Streusand, Islamic Gunpowder Empires: Ottomans, Safavids, and
Mughals (Boulder: Westview Press, 2011), pp.1-10.

Primary Sources:

- Stearns, “An Islamic Traveler Laments the Muslims Indifference to Europe”, in
World Civilizations, p. 583.

- Stearns, “The Gunpowder Empires and the Shifting Balance of Global Power”, in
World Civilizations, p.586

WEEK 4 : Cultural Change: Renaissance, Reformation and Scientific Developments

- Stearns, World Civilizations, pp.487-492; 495-497.

Primary Sources:

- Bonhomme, “Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses” in Milestone Documents in
World History, pp.669-672.

- Stearns, “Controversies About Women”, in World Civilizations, p.501

Recommended:

- Peter Burke, The Renaissance (London: Macmillan Press, 1997), pp.1-26.

WEEK 5 : Early Modern Political Transformation

- Stearns, World Civilizations, pp. 497-502.

Primary Sources:

- “Accounts of Louis XIV”, Hanover Historical Texts Project, accessed via:
https://history.hanover.edu/texts/louisxiv.html

- Bonhomme, “Treaty of Westphalia” in Milestone Documents in World History,
pp.713-719.

Visualizing the Past:

- Stearns, “Versailles”, in World Civilizations, p.497

Recommended:

- Perry Anderson, Lineages of Absolutist State (London: NLB, 1974), pp.15-43.
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WEEK 6 (Mar. 26): Transition from Early Modern to Modern: Capitalism, Economy and
Society

- Ellen Meiksins Wood, The Origin of Capitalism: A Longer View (New York: Verso,
2002), pp.37-43; 50-64; 105-109; 116-121.

WEEK 7 : Industrious vs. Industrial Revolution

- Jan de Vries, “The Industrial Revolution and the Industrious Revolution”, The
Journal of Economic History, Vol. 54, No. 2 (1994): 249-270.

Primary Sources:

- Stearns, “Protesting the Industrial Revolution”, in World Civilizations, p.646

WEEK 8 : Midterm
WEEK 9: American, French and 1848 Revolutions

- Eric J. Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution: 1789-1848, (New York: Vintage Books,
1996), pp.53-64; 297-304.

Visualizing the Past:

- Stearns, “The French Revolution in Cartoons”, in World Civilizations, p.640

Primary Sources:

- Bonhomme, “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen and Declaration
of the Rights of Woman and of the Female Citizen”, in Milestone Documents in
World History, pp.809-822.

- Bonhomme, “Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies”, in
Milestone Documents in World History, pp.913-929.

WEEK 10: The Peak of Capitalism and Imperial Power (1850-1914)

- Eric J. Hobsbawm, Age of Empire: 1875-1914 (New York: Vintage Books, 1989),
pp.56-83.

Primary Sources:

- Bonhomme, “Queen Victoria’s Proclamation concerning India” in Milestone
Documents in World History, pp.997-1005.

- Stearns, “Contrary Images: The Colonizer Versus the Colonized on the Civilizing
Mission” in World Civilizations, p.674

WEEK 11: Colonialists and WWI

- https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-1/Other-fronts-1915-16

Primary Sources:
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- Stearns, “Lessons for the Colonized from the Slaughter in the Trenches” in World
Civilizations, p.784.

Visualizing the Past:

- Stearns, “Trench Warfare” in World Civilizations, p.776.

WEEK 12: Between WWI and WWII

Primary Sources:

-  Bonhomme, “Benito Mussolini’s ‘The Doctrine of Fascism’”, in Milestone
Documents in World History, pp.1336-1356.

- Bonhomme, “Nuremberg Laws”, in Milestone Documents in World History,
pp.1369-1380.

WEEK 13: WWII and Post-1945 World Order

Primay Sources:

- Bonhomme, “Winston Churchill’s ‘The Sinews of Peace’”, in Milestone Documents
in World History, pp.1437-1451.

- Bonhomme, “Biological Weapons Convention”, in Milestone Documents in World
History, pp.1709-1723.

WEEK 14: Legacy of “Progress” and the Age of Technology

- Daron Acemoglu and Simon Johnson, Power and Progress: Our Thousand Year
Struggle Over Technology and Prosperity (New York: Hachette Book Group, 2023)





